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��� SPEECH BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER - MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND 

WATER DEVELOPMENT, HON. GUSTON SICHILIMA, M.P., AT THE 
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE ZGEN TRAINING WORKSHOP: MIKA 
LODGE; 27TH DECEMBER 2006 

 

CHAIRPERSON  
DISTINGUISHED PARTICIPANTS 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT, 
MAY I BEGIN BY THANKING THE ZAMBIA GENDER AND ENERGY 
NETWORK, FOR THIS TRAINING THAT AIMS TO EQUIP US ALL WITH THE 
REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE TO HANDLE ENERGY MATTERS WITH A GENDER 
PERSPECTIVE. I WOULD LIKE TO ALSO THANK YOU ALL FOR FINDING TIME 
IN YOUR BUSY SCHEDULES TO COME AND ATTEND THIS WORKSHOP. 
 
 
AS YOU MAY ALL BE AWARE, ENERGY IS AN IMPORTANCE INGREDIENT IN 
ANY COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. EVERY SECTOR OF THE 
ECONOMY AS WELL AS THE SOCIAL SECTORS REQUIRE ENERGY IN ONE 
FORM OR ANOTHER TO FUNCTION.  

 

WHILE THE ROLE OF ENERGY IN THE ECONOMY IS CLEAR, THERE IS ALSO 
THE NEED TO UNDURSTAND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GENDER AND 
ENERGY.  IN RURAL AREAS FOR EXAMPLE, WOMEN SPEND MANY 
PRODUCTIVE HOURS LOOKING FOR FIREWOOD FOR USE IN THE 
HOUSEHOLD. THE PRODUCTION OF CHARCOAL, FOR EXAMPLE, IS A MALE 
DOMINATED ACTIVITY.  MANY OTHER EXAMPLES CAN BE CITED WITH 
OTHER ENERGY SOURCES.  

 

THE UNDERSTAND OF ENERGY AND GENDER ISSUES WILL ASSIST 
SOCIETY ESPECIALLY GOVERNMENTS AND OTHER DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNERS PUT IN PLACE STRATEGIES THAT WILL TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE 
GENDER PERSPECTIVE OF THE PRODUCTION AND USE OF ENERGY.  

 

IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT MY MINISTRY FACILITATED THE 
FORMATION OF THE ZAMBIA GENDER AND ENERGY NETWORK (ZGEN) IN 
OCTOBER, 2004. AS YOU ARE AWARE, MY MINISTRY CURENTLY HOSTS 
THE NETWORK SECRETARIAT THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY. 

 

I ALSO WISH TO STATE THAT MY GOVERNMENT HAS PRIORITISED ISSUES 
RELATED TO GENDER. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS CREATED A MINISTRY SPECIFICALLY DEDICATED TO GENDER ISSUES. 

 



IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, MY MINISTRY WELCOMES THE ZAMBIA GENDER 
AND ENERGY NETWORK INNITIATIVE TO ARRANGE THIS TRAINING 
WORKSHOP. I AM INFORMED THAT FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THIS 
WORKSHOP HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH ENERGIA, AN 
ORGANIZATION BASED ON WOMEN AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY, 
FOUNDED IN 1995 BY A GROUP OF WOMEN INVOLVED IN GENDER AND 
ENERGY WORK IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.  MY MINISTRY IS THEREFORE 
THANKFUL TO ENERGIA FOR THIS SUPPORT. 

 
I ALSO TAKE COGNISANCE OF THE CONTRIBUTION OF UTLINK, A MEMBER 
OF THE ZAMBIA GENDER AND ENERGY NETWORK TO MAKING THIS 
WORKSHOP A SUCCESS. I AM INFORMED THAT UTLINK IS HOSTING THIS 
WORKSHOP ON BEHALF OF THE ZAMBIA GENDER AND ENERGY NETWORK. 
 
CHAIRPERSON, DISTINGUISHED PARTICIPANTS 
 
I URGE YOU TO WORK HARD SO THAT THIS TRANING WORKSHOP CAN BE A 
SUCCESS. I AM POSITIVE THAT YOUR DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS WILL BRING 
TO THIS WORKSHOP, EXPERIENCES THAT WOULD WORK TO ENRICH THE 
PROCESS AND HELP MEET ITS OBJECTIVES.  
 
WITH THESE FEW REMARKS, IT IS NOW MY HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO 
OFFICIALLY OPEN THIS WORKSHOP AND IT IS MY SINCERE HOPE THAT 
YOU WILL ENJOY DOING THE WORK YOU HAVE COME HERE FOR.  
 
 
 I THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 
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